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many localities where the environment is favourable, but especially
in Clydesdale and Strathmore. Roots are grown chiefly in the east.
On account of its more favourable climatic conditions, the eastern
part of the Lowlands was the first to be settled; and it remained
the more densely populated until the development of the great
mineral districts in the west led to the growth of large industrial
communities there.
The coalfields of Scotland are practically confined to the Central
Lowlands, which produce about 14 per cent of the total output
of the United Kingdom. The Carboniferous strata were deposited
over the greater part of the rift-valley, but subsequent folding in
different directions led to the formation of a number of basins in
which the coal was preserved at a time when it was being removed
by denudation from the surrounding uplands. Of these basins the
most important are the Ayrshire, the Lanarkshire (which includes
the coalfields of Linlithgow and Stirling), and the Fife and Lothians.
The importance of the Scottish coalfields is due in part to the
fact that they contain two groups of coal-seams, the lower one
lying in the Carboniferous Limestone, and the upper one lying in
the same geological horizon as the true Coal Measures of England.
The Ayrshire basin, with an output of about 14 per cent of
the whole output of Scotland (which at present averages over
32,000,000 * tons), stretches along the Firth of Clyde from Ardrossan
to Ayr, and extends inland for a distance of twelve or fifteen miles.
Much of the coal produced on this field is shipped from the ports of
Ardrossan, Irvine, Troon, and Ayr, to the Belfast district of Ireland.
The Lanarkshire coalfields, along with which may be included those
of Renfrew and Dumbarton, are at present the most important
in Scotland, and account for 44 per cent of the total output.
The bulk of the coal is obtained from the Coal Measures, which
extetid from Glasgow eastwards to the borders of Linlithgow,
and southwards as far as Stonehouse and Carluke. The seams of the
Lower Carboniferous strata have not been extensively worked in
Lanarkshire; and in Dumbarton and Renfrew, where the greater
part of the output is obtained from them, they do not appear to be
nearly as rich as those of the Coal Measures. In Lanarkshire the
seams of the Coal Measures do not, as a rule, lie far below the surface,
they are easily worked, and produce coal suitable for smelting,
1 The mineral statistics in tMs chapter are for 1936 and 1037.